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Abstract

Political Bias and Policy Bias under Two-Party System:
Mapping voters’ discrimination into biased policy via median policy,
populist policy, retaliatory policy and mean policy

Sanghack Lee and Sungkyu Lee
(Kookmin University and Andong National University)

In a representative democracy, two parties compete, on the one hand, to adopt policy
which voters favored to gain power in the national election. On the other hand, the
winning or ruling party has an incentive to dliscriminate voters depending upon there
degree of support for the party. In doing so, each party will favor its supports, but has
an indifference in or even retaliate its opponents. Thus, there is an important relation
between the extent of voter discrimination and policy bias. Incorporating explicitly the type
of voters’ differentiation by the winning party into the model, we attempt to examine the
mapping process connecting from the ‘political bias’ to the ‘policy bias’ under two-party
system. The outcome of the study is summarized as follows. First, the larger the political
bias, the greater the policy bias. This implies that the winning party will cater to voter’s
preference by delivering their favored policy. Second, there are various biased policies the
winning party adopts so as to discriminate voters, such as median, populist, and even
retaliatory policies. Finally, the encompassing politicians or party have an incentive to
choose ‘mean policy’ which has more voters than median policy.

Key words: Two-party system, Median-voter theorem,
Type of voters’ differentiation, Weighted welfare function,
Political bias, Policy bias, Median policy, Populist policy,
Retaliatory policy, Mean policy, Encompassing party.



